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June 2001
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
2 May (Wednesday): TFC Board Meeting. 6:30 PM, 
TKI’s terminal. All members are welcome. 
5 May (Saturday): Member/New Member meeting, 
donuts at 8:30am, meeting at 9:30am. 
6 June (Wednesday): TFC Board Meeting. 6:30 PM, 
TKI’s terminal. All members are welcome. 
9 June (Saturday): Member/New Member meeting, 
donuts at 8:30am, meeting at 9:30am. 
Congratulations on these Member Achievements! 

Member Event Date Instructor 
Jimmy Hashem PPSEL 4/17/01 Hank Eilts 

Highlights from April Board  
TFC Board members in attendance: Dan Grelinger, 
Steve Aughinbaugh, Art Jones, Bob Moran, Robert Jolly, 
Don Essenpreis, Roger Nordmeyer. 
TFC members: Mark Seglem. 
 
Cost was a big item at the May board meeting. There are 
a few overhauls and GPS installs planned this year in 
addition to the spring picnic – which was rescheduled to 
the fall by general consensus. In addition, with Texins 
Association transitioning to non profit status later in the 
year, there is some planning that needs to be taken due 
to the club having to pay sales tax; Texins may provide 
some relief for the first years sales tax and we will be 
reporting on this as information becomes available. As of 
April, the cash in to the club saw the increase that took 
place as a result of the rates increase. 
Don presented the club with various options regarding 
the overhaul of Arrow 7508J, the most expensive being a 
swap with a factory overhauled engine. Cheaper options 
include having a third party overhaul in Tulsa, OK with 
either completely new cylinders being used or 
overhauled cylinders; the flip side to this would be the 
extended aircraft downtime since a factory overhauled 
engine would require a one week downtime versus six or 
more for the Tulsa job.  
Roger continued discussions regarding his final 
recommendations for the capital avionics upgrade 
project: In a nutshell, this is the proposed plan: 
 

 

7929U  

=> Morrow GX-55 Replacement Unit (unit + GPS 
antenna)  

737TY  

=> Morrow GX-55 New Unit (unit + GPS antenna 
+ rack [goes to 150TM]))  

7508J  

=> Morrow GX-55 New Unit (unit + GPS antenna 
+ rack [goes to 150TM]))  

150TM  

=> (Remove TI Loran, Transfer working Loran - 
prepares for later GX-55)  

=> Loran from 737TY  

=> New Rack from 737TY GPS kit  

=> Loran antenna from 737TY  

Roger had to accomplish all this with the $10K 
allocated by Texins Association for capital 
upgrades and his proposed plan will be able to 
do that within a slight margin. A motion was 
introduced to approve the plan and unanimously 
approved. 
Next item on the agenda was the June elections. There 
will be three positions open for nominations: treasurer, 
trainer maintenance and operations vp. The position of 
treasurer will especially be busy for the next few months 
with the plans to update the existing book keeping 
system. On a separate note, Steve informed the board 
that current club membership stands at 202. 
 
The last item of the evening covered constitution 
changes regarding board and membership eligibility in 
light of Texins Association transition. Board agreed that a 
subcommittee should be formed to look into this and 
consult with Texins Association for further guidance. 
 
The next board meeting will be on the 6th of June at 6:30 
PM. � 
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TFC Fleet Maintenance Report 
By Don Essenpreis 
TFC Fleet Maintenance - 4/1/01 through 4/30/01 
 
6368K 
04/07/01  Repaired leak in airspeed ram air line. 
 
7929U 
04/13/01  Returned to service with fresh engine overhaul. 
 
150TM 
04/07/01  Drained oil and replaced with 5 qts 15w50 
Aeroshell. 
04/08/01  Repaired loose carb heat control cable. 
  
733NB 
04/16/01  Installed new GPS datacard. 
04/19/01  Replaced bolt in co-pilot window latch. 
 
7508J 
04/13/01  Completed annual inspection. 
04/18/01  Repaired marker beacon and ADF. 
04/25/01  Serviced right main strut. 
 
5636Q 
04/06/01  Transponder repaired to correct altitude 
encoding. 
 
3187Y 
None 
 
737TY 
04/08/01  Serviced right brake master cylinder. 
04/13/01  Repaired broken intercom wiring. 
04/19/01  Replaced ELT battery. 
04/23/01  Replaced landing light. 
� 
 

Articles of Interest 
AN INSIDE LOOK AT THE CHINA RESCUE MISSION 
April 12, 2001 
   
By Captain Guy Greider, Continental Airlines 
 
Since the mid-air collision on April 1, 2001 
between a U.S. Navy EP-3 surveillance aircraft and a 
Chinese jet fighter, I had watched the news with mild 
interest. This was mostly due to the proximity of Guam to 
China. I never dreamed that I would play a role in this 
intensely watched international drama. 
Somewhere in the negotiations between the United 
States and the Chinese Governments, it was decided 
that a civilian aircraft should be sent to retrieve the 24 
crewmembers being detained on Hainan Island, China. A 
call was made to Continental Airlines headquarters in 
Houston, Texas. Continental was chosen because of its 
Guam base and its ability to launch this kind of 
operation at a moment s notice. From there, the 
operation took shape through the tireless efforts of many 
people working behind the scenes in a coordinated effort 
between the airline, the military, and the State 

Department. On Saturday, April 7, 2001, I received a call 
at home from Captain Ralph Freeman, Continental 
Micronesia Director of Flight Operations. Ralph told me 
that the military wanted to charter one of our jets to 
conduct a rescue mission and asked if I would be one of 
the crewmembers. I said yes without hesitation. Later we 
were told that we would need to get passport pictures 
taken in case the Chinese Government required visas. 
We got the required photos and were under the 
impression that we would leave immediately. However, 
the negotiations slowed over the demand from the 
Chinese that the U.S. issue an apology that the U.S. was 
unwilling to give. Meanwhile, the Continental crew 
remained on call 24 hours a day. Our Uniforms were laid 
out and our bags were packed and waiting by the door. 
On Wednesday evening April 11, 2001, at about 630 PM 
Ralph called again to say that the two parties were very 
close to an agreement to release the U.S. crew and to 
come to the airport. Upon arrival, we were given a 
briefing sheet listing the information that we would need 
to conduct the flight. We would carry a Repatriation 
Team consisting of Navy, Marine Corps, and Air Force 
specialists, 14 people in all. Doctors, Psychologists, and 
communications people with lots of gear showed up on 
the ramp near the airplane, ready to board. They were all 
dressed in casual civilian clothes. 
The 155-seat jet was fitted with 2 full stretcher kits bolted 
in over rows of seats complete with Oxygen tanks and 
I.V. bottles. They did not know the condition of the 24 
detained crewmembers and they were not going to take 
any chances. They were prepared. When our crew was 
fully assembled, it consisted of 11 people. 2 pilots to fly 
the jet and an extra to provide relief because of the 
extensive flight time involved. They were Captain Tom 
Pinardo, Captain Pierre Frenay and I. We also carried 5 
very experienced Flight Attendants. They were Debbie 
Percell, Susanne Hendricks, Jean Tang, Cynthia 
Iverson, and Beverly Haines. Our 2 onboard mechanics 
were Peter Lum and Julius Aguilo. Our load planner was 
Mike Torres. At about 930 PM we received a call asking 
that we arrive in China no earlier than 600 AM, just about 
sunrise. It was obvious that the entire exchange would 
be photographed and they wanted daylight conditions. 
We estimated that a 215 AM departure from Guam 
would put us on the ground in Haikou precisely at 600 
AM local China time. (2 hours earlier than Guam) Some 
of us just stayed on the plane, others accepted the 
company s invitation to come to the Continental 
President s Club, a local VIP lounge at the airport to try 
to get some rest. It was difficult to get any rest with our 
much-anticipated mission so near. By 100 AM the pilots 
were back in the briefing room going over the weather, 
flight plan, fuel requirements and everything else that 
goes into a flight. Again, we loaded up the airplane and 
finally departed Guam International at precisely 215 AM. 
The stretcher kits and medical gear were not the only 
special additions to the airplane. The company had 
loaded a special file into the navigation database of the 
flight management computer (FMC). This allowed us to 
gain access to navigation data needed to operate in this 
part of China, which is not in our normal route structure. 
The Repatriation Team carried sophisticated equipment 
to communicate with the military and government 
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officials that would monitor our progress throughout the 
flight. The route of flight took us straight west from Guam 
toward the Philippines along the G467 airway. About half 
way across we turned north directly toward Hong Kong. 
This routing was designed to avoid flying through 
Taiwanese airspace, something that the Chinese could 
consider offensive. 
Approaching the Chinese coastline, we contacted Hong 
Kong radar control. After establishing radar contact with 
us, the controller gave us a short cut to expedite his 
traffic flow. This was bad because it cut off considerable 
distance and would result in arriving too early. We 
compensated by slowing our airspeed until the computer 
again estimated a 600 AM arrival. The instant we turned 
across the short cut, the interphone rang from the back 
of the plane. They wanted to know why we had deviated 
from the flight plan. We told them it was due to Hong 
Kong traffic and that we had adjusted our airspeed. We 
were still on schedule. Now we were approaching our 
destination, Haikou airport on Hainan Island. Captain 
Pierre Frenay was at the controls. The weather was 
2000-ft overcast with 5 miles visibility and light winds out 
of the east. Pierre made an ILS approach to and landed 
on runway 9. Haikou airport is much the same as many 
other airports in the world that serve jet transport aircraft. 
It has an 11,000-ft runway with standard lighting and 
navigational facilities. We touched down at 607 AM. The 
first early morning light was beginning to illuminate the 
sky. 
The local air traffic controller instructed us to follow a 
vehicle that was beside us on an adjacent taxiway. He 
led us to a remote part of the airport, away from the main 
terminal buildings. Once we had parked and shut down 
the engines, we saw many uniformed Chinese military 
personnel and vehicles. They did not appear to have 
weapons. Portable stairs were brought up to the airplane 
and we opened the main cabin door. 
The Repatriation Team that we carried had been briefed 
to close down all of their communications equipment 
prior to landing and put it away. They were also briefed to 
remain in their seats in a non-threatening posture in case 
the Chinese military came aboard. The first and only 
person to come aboard was an Air China employee. He 
spoke English and was to act as the translator between 
our group and the Chinese military. He instructed us to 
have everyone fill out both arrival and departure 
documents. He collected all of our passports and left the 
aircraft. Before he left, he said that only one person at a 
time would be allowed to deplane. 
Peter Lum, one of our mechanics went down to 
supervise the re-fueling and servicing of the airplane. 
When that was complete, I went down to do the walk-
around inspection. I did this rather slowly because I 
wanted to have a chance to look around. While I was out 
on the ramp, a skirmish developed between people who 
were trying to climb a wall to photograph our aircraft and 
the Chinese police. Somehow, CNN managed to carry 
our arrival and departure live. 
Once the airplane was serviced and ready to go, we 
looked anxiously around for any sign of the buses that 
carried our 24 detainees. Before that could happen 
however, we had a problem to deal with. A U.S. military 
General who was on the scene to assist in the transfer 

came storming up the stairs and demanded to speak 
with the Captain. Tom Pinardo responded. The General 
said that the entire mission was now in jeopardy. A 
document called the general declaration, which is 
standard on all international flights had listed the 
destination as Haikou, China R.O.C. The initials ROC 
stand for Republic of China which is Taiwan! The 
Chinese were very upset over this. Tom quickly crossed 
out ROC and replaced it with P.R.O.C. the Peoples 
Republic of China. This seemed to satisfy them. 
With the airplane ready to go and the paperwork 
complete, 2 buses pulled up and the 24 U.S. service 
men and women saluted as they bolted up the stairs and 
settled into the back of the plane. When the last one was 
aboard, our passports were returned to us. The stairs 
were withdrawn, the cabin door closed, and we started 
the engines and departed. It was my turn at the controls. 
 
Once airborne heading straight south we broke through 
the clouds into the bright sunshine. Pierre made a PA 
announcement that we were over international waters 
and leaving Chinese airspace. A great cheer rose from 
the back of the airplane. A short while later we received a 
telephone patch over the HF radio from Mr. Joseph 
Prueher, U.S Ambassador to China. He wanted to speak 
with Lt. Shane Osborne the 26 year old EP-3 Aircraft 
Commander. Lt. Osborne came to the cockpit and put on 
a headset. The Ambassador told him that on behalf of 
the President of the United States and the entire country 
he wanted to say welcome home . He went on to say 
how proud he was of everything the crew had done from 
their airmanship in saving the lives of the crew and 
aircraft, to their conduct on the ground once they had 
been detained. They had truly done an excellent job. 
After his conversation with the Ambassador, Lt. Osborne 
stayed in the cockpit for quite a while and told us his 
story pilot to pilot of what had happened during and 
immediately after the mid-air collision with the F-8 
Chinese fighter. The fighter came up under their left 
wing. This pilot made 2 very close passes previously that 
day. He apparently misjudged the intercept and his 
vertical stabilizer struck the outboard left propeller on 
the EP-3. The U.S. plane was in straight and level flight 
on autopilot at the time. 
The fighter broke into two pieces and plunged into the 
sea. The U.S. plane rolled to the left almost inverted, the 
pilot lost control and they began to lose altitude. The 
Chinese fighter had raked back across the fuselage and 
knocked off the nose cone causing the aircraft to buffet 
wildly. When the nose cone departed the aircraft it 
collided with and damaged the number 4 propeller on the 
right wing. The collision punctured the pressure vessel 
and the EP-3 depressurized. The collision also knocked 
off the pitot tubes eliminating airspeed and altitude 
indications in the cockpit. It also knocked off the forward 
bracket for the HF radio antenna. The antenna then flew 
back and wrapped around the tail. We were almost 
upside down and totally out of control Osborne told us. 
The dive continued and some crew members donned 
parachutes. At about 8,000 feet, Osborne regained 
straight and level flight. They considered ditching the 
aircraft in the South China Sea but dismissed that option 
because it was certain to result in loss of life. They 
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headed for the nearest land, Hainan Island. The 
U.S.crew now faced the most difficult landing of their 
lives. They made numerous mayday, mayday, mayday 
radio calls on internationally recognized emergency 
frequencies. The Chinese did not respond. Somehow, 
they managed to get the airplane on the ground. Their 
next immediate task was to destroy the sensitive 
electronic surveillance equipment aboard the EP-3. 
Meanwhile the Chinese military had approached the 
aircraft in vehicles and were yelling at them through 
loudspeakers to deplane. The next 11 days would be a 
very uncertain time for them. 
When we met them, they told us that they had not been 
abused or mistreated. Their food was adequate and 
plentiful. Sort of like eating in a Chinese restaurant every 
day one of them said. On the forth day, they got some 
coffee. On the fifth day, some cokes were provided. The 
crew did not know what kind of transport would be 
provided for their return home. They were pleased and 
surprised to see a chartered airliner from the United 
States. 
The rest of the flight from Haikou to Anderson AFB on 
Guam was uneventful. During the 5 hour flight the crew 
was treated to the movie Men of Honor and enjoyed a 
first class meal. We did not know it at the time but our 
landing at Anderson AFB was carried live on national 
television. 
We taxied to the parking ramp at Anderson where many 
people had turned out to welcome all of us home. 
Individuals and families with kids, both military and 
civilian waved American flags and cheered, showing 
support for the returning U.S. spy plane crew. Once the 4 
U.S. crewmembers and the military Repatriation Team 
had deplaned at Anderson, they immediately boarded 
waiting buses and were whisked away. 
The Continental crew then became the object of intense 
media attention. CNN, MSNBC, ABC, NBC, Reuters and 
various print media interviewed us. A dizzying swirl of 
attention after a very long day. 
We were happy, tired, and pleased that the mission was 
so successful as Tom flew the last segment, a 10-minute 
flight back to Guam International Airport. This time our 
passengers included Bill Meehan, President of 
Continental Micronesia, Guam Governor Carl Gutierrez, 
Lieutenant Governor Bordallo and others. 
We thought the day was just about over but we had one 
more surprise in store. After landing, we were given a 
hero s welcome of our own. The airport fire department 
was in place to give us the traditional water cannon 
salute, a rainbow arch of water for us to taxi under. A 
reception was held at the gate with food, balloons, 
commemorative plaques, and more media interviews 
with the local television station. This was very heady 
stuff. 
As I look back on this one of a kind operation. It could 
not have happened without the tremendous effort and 
skills of many people working behind the scenes. Bill 
Meehan, Mitch Dubner at the SOCC in Houston, Tom 
Rinow at the CMI SOCC, Captain Ralph Freeman, CMI 
Director of Flight Operations, and many others had major 
rolls in coordinating this flight. It was accomplished 
through teamwork. The fact that it came off without a 
hitch is testimony to how well all these people did their 

jobs. The exposure that Continental Airlines received 
over this is a marketing manager s dream comes true. 
We will be remembered by millions of people as the 
company who conducted the China Rescue Mission . 
This was a proud day for Continental Airlines and for 
America. 
� 
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TEXINS FLYING CLUB OFFICERS 
Office Board Member Office 

Phone 
Home 
Phone 

Email 

President Dan Grelinger (972) 
995-1539 

(972) 
690-7074 

dgrelinger@ti.com 

Ops VP Don Essenpreis (972) 
927-8396 

(972) 
530-8648 

esse@ti.com 

Train 
Main 

Seth Fuller (214) 
480-2933 

(972) 
771-5211 

s-fuller1@ti.com 

X-C Maint Roger 
Nordmeyer 

(972) 
575-5546 

(972) 
422-7684 

r-nordmeyer@ 
Raytheon.com 

Mbrshp 
VP 

Steve 
Aughinbaugh 

(972) 
927-5593 

(972) 
437-6862 

saughinbaugh@ 
home.com 

Comm Jimmy Hashem (972) 
995-3360 

(972) 
747-0969 

hashem@ti.com 

Controller Bob Moran (972) 
927-1012 

(972) 
612-1402 

rmoran@ti.com 

Treasurer Harold Morgan (972) 
927-0100 

(972) 
495-0220 

HMOR@ti.com 

Chief 
Instr 

Art Jones (972) 
346-2646 

(972) 
346-2646 

adj1@airmail.net 

Safety  Robert Jolly (972) 
234-0787 

(972) 
234-0787 

rjolly_1@ 
yahoo.com 

TEXINS FLYING CLUB INSTRUCTORS 
Instructor C

F
II 

M
E
I 

C
o
n
v 

S
E
S 

C
F
I
G 

A
T
P 

Office 
Phone 

Home 
Phone 

Email 

Mike 
Baulch 

����   None 843-2208 mbaulch@ 
flash.net 

Chuck 
Chase 

  �    (972) 
927-8070 

(972) 
867-0624 

cwc@ti.com 

Calvin 
Coffey 

����  �(972) 
519-3534 

(972) 
423-1770 

cfly@airmail.net 

Keith Cole ��    �(972) 
952-4997 

(972) 
382-3932 

a137j@texoma.net 

Hank Eilts   �    (214) 
480-3581 

(972) 
517-8273 

eilts@ti.com 

Mike 
Hance 

����  �(972) 
839-8933 

(972) 
346-3346 

mwhance@ 
juno.com 

Jim Evans �  ��   (214) 
284-9467 

(972) 
390-9950 

jb4ev@aol.com 

Art Jones ���    (972) 
346-2646 

(972) 
346-2646 

adj1@airmail.net 

Jim Lewis       (972) 
952-2817 

(972) 
727-1422 

jimlewis@ 
raytheon.com 

Richard 
Klein 

���    (972) 
344-3356 

424-2307 rsklein3@ 
home.com 

Bruce 
Miller 

�����  (214)  
893-5926 

517-5926 bruce_miller@ 
dell.com 

Bob 
Niedwiecki 

��    �(972)  
390-3672 

681-2974 bniedwiecki@ 
home.com. 

Bryan  
O’Neill 

  �    (972) 
205-4463 

(972) 
562-4241 

Bryan_O'Neill@ 
raytheon.com 

Betsy 
Parrott 

��     N/A (972) 
899-0708 

pistola52@ 
aol.com 

Sherman 
Ratliff 

�      (214) 
965-6063 

(972) 
660-4480 

shermanr@ 
airmail.net 

Mark 
Seglem 

���   �(972)  
727-3465 

(972) 
727-3465 

mseglem@ 
prodigy.net 

Dick 
Stephens 

�  �    (972) 
517-1647 

(972) 
517-1647 

Stephens6@ 
ont.com 

CFII - Certificated Flight Instructor, Instruments; MEI - Multi-Engine 
Instructor; Conv - Conventional gear (taildragger) instructor; SES - 
Single-Engine Sea; CFIG - Certificated Flight Instructor, Glider; ATP - 
Airline Transport Pilot-rated. Note: All instructors are assigned by 
TFC's Chief Flight Instructor, (Art Jones). 
ABOUT THIS NEWSLETTER: Input is encouraged! Of  

particular interest are flying experiences that others can 
learn from. Forward inputs to Jimmy Hashem, email 
hashem@ti.com. � 
TFC AIRCRAFT AND RATES 
 
Tail No. Make Model  Rate/hr 
Simulator ATC 610J    $0.00 
N150TM Cessna 150M Commuter $42.00 
N6368K Cessna 150M Commuter $42.00 
N7929U Cessna 150M Commuter $42.00  
N733NB Cessna 172N (180) Superhawk $59.00 
N737TY Cessna 172N Skyhawk $59.00 
N3187Y Cessna  182 Skylane $72.00 
N7508J Piper  PA-28R-180 Arrow $72.00 
N5636Q Mooney M20E  $72.00 
• Monthly dues: $21.00 for regular members 
• Detailed aircraft features are listed in the Club Handbook. 
• Instruction:  Primary: $19.00; Advanced: $21.00 ($0.50 of 

each goes to TFC for billing admin; rest to instructor). 
• TFC measures aircraft rental rate using tachometer hour. 
• Rate includes cost of fuel; does not include tax (8.25%); 

Instruction flights endorsed as training are tax-exempt. 
 

KEY PHONE NUMBERS 
McKinney & TFC 
Aircraft Status Recorder (972) 562-7213 
Aircraft & Sim Scheduling (972) 562-8359 (562-TFLY) 
TKI ASOS land line (972) 542-9659 
TKI Control Tower  (972) 562-6651  
Airport Manager    (972) 562-6080  ext 4053 
ExecAir at McKinney (972) 562-5555 
Monarch Air (TKI)  (972) 562-0717 
General 
DUAT   (800) 345-3828 or www.duats.com  

  Or www.duat.com  
Dallas FAA/FSDO (214) 902-1800 
Ft. Worth Center   (817) 858-7300 (ZFW ARTCC) 
FlightCom, Inc.  (800) 432-4342 (Josh Pruzek) 
Southwest Soaring (972) 251-5079 Metro 
Monarch Air (ADS) (972) 931-0345 
DE: TM Smith  (972) 661-8086 
DE: Richard Caldwell (903) 885-4911 
DE: Kendall Haley (940) 321-2849 
DE: Carol Walker  (214) 948-0440   
email: WalkerCL@AOL.com 
FAA Medical:Gabriel Fried (972) 361-0155   

TFC COMMUNICATIONS & INFO 
WWW http://www.texins.org/flyingclub 
FlightCom Prices http://www.texins.org/flyingclub/flight

com.html 
Mailing list tfly@list.ti.com 
TFC Board Email tflyboard@list.ti.com 
Mailing Address Texins Flying Club 

C/O Harold Morgan 
P.O. Box 831311 
Richardson, TX. 75083-1311 

HINT ABOUT THIS PAGE: This page is designed to be 
torn off and then kept in your flight bag.  This will ensure 
that you away have all of the club contact information 
with you. � 
 
This newsletter is copyright Texins Flying Club, except for by-lined 
articles, which are copyright their authors.    � 


