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TFC Temporary Move to SWI on Oct 1
Any day now, the runway and taxiway pavement rehabilitation project will kick into full gear at 
the Collin County Regional Airport (TKI).  This project is one part of a $71 million capital 
improvement program scheduled through 2011.

The phased construction project includes a 
reconstruction of the most southern part of taxiway 
“A”, the main taxiway that parallels the runway and 
a pavement overlay of the remaining taxiways and, 
most significantly, the runway.  The airport website 
has detailed information about the construction 
phasing; all pilots are encouraged to become familiar 
the plans and to check NOTAMS frequently as 
certain types of operations will be restricted or 
prohibited during various phases of construction.

Around October 1, the runway will be closed for 
about 30 days for resurfacing.  During this time, all 
fixed-wing operations at the airport will be prohibited.  

Faced with a decision of suspending club operations or temporarily relocating to another 
airport, the club board of directors decided to move the club’s operations to Sherman 
Municipal Airport (SWI).  The airport is located about 36 miles north of the US 71 / SR 121 
intersection.

On Sunday, September 30, our four Cessna aircraft will be relocated to Sherman.  (The Arrow is 
staying behind for it’s annual inspection.)  This will enable our pilots - and especially our student 
pilots from the spring and fall ground schools - to continuing flying.  Before the aircraft move, 
we will have completed the installation of a key locker and a computer terminal to access the 
scheduling system.  As part of the planning for the move, the club operation team has arranged 
for aircraft tie-downs (free) and on-site maintenance.

Fuel is self-service at the Sherman airport and among the lowest priced in the area.  This means 
that all TFC members should take time to learn about 
safe self-fueling practices.  It’s also good idea allow 
extra time to refuel the aircraft.  See the sidebar at 
the top of page 9 concerning how the lower fuel 
prices at Sherman will be passed on to our members.

There is another advantage to the Sherman location.  
Several airport destinations now exceed the 50 NM 
minimum to be counted as cross country flights: 
Sulphur Springs (SLR) and Mesquite (HSQ) are two 
examples.  Unfortunately, Ardmore (ADM), a popular 
solo XC destination, is only 46.1 NM from SWI.

Look for additional information via e-mail, on the club 
website, and in next month’s newsletter.

Remember to check NOTAMs 
frequently during construction.
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Regional Aviation Events Calendar

It’s Not Too Late to Register for Ground School!

It’s not too late!  Spread the word!  
Our fall ground school for the private 

pilot knowledge exam will begin 
with registration on Thursday, 
September 13.  The fall course will 
be conducted at the Texins Activity 
Center on TI's North Campus, with 
classes running on Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings from 6:30 PM to 
9:30 PM.  

Ground school is free for TFC 
members (registration is still 

required) and tuition is $150 for non-
members (and is applicable toward 

club membership initiation). All 
students will also need to purchase a 
set of materials that cost about $170.  
The FAA charges $80 to administer 
the written examination.

Once again Dick Stephens is organizing 
the ground school.  For more 
information contact him at 
972-517-1647 or by e-mail at 
dick@stephens-family.net.  Additional 
information will also be available on 
the TFC website.

September

Sep 1: Yoakum County Airport (F98). 8th Annual 
Watermelon Fly-In. Free Breakfast (8-10am) for Pilots, Free 
Watermelon for each plane that flys-in. Transportation 
provided to town for the Watermelon Round-up (Free). 
BBQ cookoff and games and as many ice cold Watermelon 
slices as you can eat. www.yoakumconnection.com

September 12-16:  44th Champion Air Races, Reno, NV.  
775-972-6663  Website: www.airrace.org

Sep 22 - 23 — Alva, OK. Alva Regional Airport (AVK). 
Oklahoma Festival of Flight. 3rd Annual FREE Fly-in and 
Airshow. Free Breakfast, door prizes, exhibitors, static 
aircraft displays, and more..  http://www.okflightfest.org/

Sep 22 — Lawton, OK. Henry Post (FSI). Military Airspace. 
Want to land at an Military Airport, fly in a restricted area, 
and be punished with a free lunch. Oh, and learn about 
airspace. http://faasafety.gov/SPANS/edetails.aspx?eid=15977

Sep 22 — Taylor, TX. Taylor Municipal Airport (T74). Taylor 
Fly-In. Come enjoy a fly-in with spot landing, flour bombing, 
and an air race.  Contact Dayton A. Dabbs, (512) 750-0332; 
http://www.hilltoplakes.com/

October

Oct 3 - 7 — Jennings, LA. Jennings Airport (3R7). End of the 
Season Stearman Fly-In. Great weekend of Stearman flying 
and camaraderie. Spot landing and flour bombing contest.. 
Contact Willard Duke, 337/588-4015

Oct 6 - 7 — Houston, TX. Ellington field. Wings Over 
Houston Airshow. The Ron Carter Dealerships Wings Over 
Houston Airshow takes flight with the precision aerobatics 
of the Canadian Air Force Snowbirds and powerful 
demonstrations by the F-18F Super Hornet, F-15E Strike 
Eagle and AH-64 Apache Attack Helicopter. Contact Bill 
Roach, 281-579-1942; http://www.wingsoverhouston.com/

Oct 6 — Lubbock, TX. Town & Country (F82). West Texas 
100 Air Race. Fly in. 100 mile air race. Canyon flight seeing.. 
Contact Cam Benton, 806-792-2902

Oct 26 - 27 — Fort Worth, TX. Meacham Int'l (KFTW). 
Cowtown Warbird Roundup. The theme this year is 
"FACtoberfest - A Salute to the Cold War Warriors" we will 
have many DOD aircraft in attendance representing the 
finest the USA military has as well as Vintage Aircraft from 
WWII Bombers, Trainers Fighters and more.  Contact John 
Zapp, 817-501-3641; http://www.vintageflyingmuseum.org/

Member Bulletin Board Added to TFC Website
Thanks to Herb Miller’s suggesting the idea and to Walt 
Lammert, the webmaster for this members-only section of 
the website, who implemented it, the Texins Flying Club 
members now have our own bulletin board.  

To access the bulletin board, log into the members-only 
section.  The link is at the bottom on the left side of the 
TFC Member Page under “Hanger Flyin’”.

This is a place for member-member communication. If 
you're looking for a flying buddy or safety pilot, post your 
interest here. Want to compare notes on a piece of gear, a 
magazine, cross-country locations? You can do that here. 

Feedback on the website is invited from all members.  Send 
inputs to Paul Koch: chili4way@hotmail.com.
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“This is an interest 
grabbing quotation 
or excerpt from the 
story.”

Congratulations to Our Members
Welcome to the following new Texins Flying Club members!

• Darren Matheny
• Chance Tall
• Michael Tall

Name Instructor Ratings Contact Schedule

Richard Klein M CFI, CFII, MEI, CONV 972-424-2307 7 days a week.

Bobby Anderson M CFI, CFII, MEI 772-532-2089

Mike Baulch M CFI, CFII, MEI, CONV, SES 972-843-2208

Dinu Catona M CFI, CFII
469-214-7549
619-925-1118

Calvin Coffey M CFI, CFII, MEI, SES, ATP 972-547-6711 weekends and some weeknights

Douglas Cranfill CFI, MEI 817-480-5025

Hank Eilts M CFI, CFII, CONV 214-480-3581 weekends and weekday evenings

Jim Evans CFI, CFII, CONV, SES 214-284-9467

Rich Graham M CFI, ATP 972-491-0011 7 days a week

Art Jones M CFI, CFII, MEI, CONV 972-346-2646

Russ MacDonald M CFI, CFII 214-577-5023 weekdays,some evenings, weekends

Robert Niedwiecki M CFI, CFII, MEI, ATP 972-390-3363

Sherman Ratliff M CFI, CFII 469-220-5283 weekends and some evenings

Mark Seglem CFI, CFII, MEI, CONV, ATP

Dick Stephens M CFI, CFII, CONV 972-517-1647

TFC Instructors

Legend:
CFI: certificated flight instructor
CFII: certificated instrument flight instructor instrument

MEI: multi-engine flight instructor
SES: single engine seaplane instructor
CONV: conventional gear (traildragger) instructor

Instruction rate is $25/hour

Scouting Merit Badge Program
The flying club is planning to sponsor a scouting 
merit badge program this spring.  This one-day 
event will take place on a Saturday from 9 AM - 
2:30 PM at the McKinney Airport

We will be using a proven program in which 9 
activity stations are set up, each addressing one 
or more of the requirements for the merit 

badge.  We are talking to the local EAA chapter 
about possibly providing Young Eagle flights at 
the conclusion of the program.

If you’d like to participate in the planning and 
presentation of this program, contact Paul 
Koch at 214-724-5769.
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Self-Fueling Safety
While the TFC aircraft are stationed at the 
Sherman Municipal Airport beginning in October, 
TFC pilots will be responsible for refueling our 
aircraft.  For many of our pilots, this will be a new 
responsibility and it’s one that it’s essential to do 
safely.  The following checklist for self-fueling.  It is 
also available for download and printing as a 
reference to carry in your flight bag.

• Do not refuel when lightning is occurring on/
near the airfield.

• Use aircraft’s tow bar to move aircraft up if 
waiting turn in line.

• Ensure aircraft engine is shut down and wheels 
are chocked.

• Unreel the grounding cable and attach clip to 
aircraft on a non-casted unpainted aircraft 
part.  Exhaust pipe works (Caution - it may be 
hot to the touch). Do not fasten to a control 
surface.

• Check the grade of fuel required by your 
aircraft (100LL).

• Swipe the card reader with your credit card 
and answer all questions.  It may take a few 
minutes to authorize your transaction and start 
the pump.

• Place ladder in front of wing if needed (Caution 
- ladder may be caught in a gust of wind or 
aircraft prop blast and cause damage to 
aircraft.)  Don’t attempt refueling using aircraft 
steps.

• Position ladder to ensure hose falls vertically 
and will not damage leading edge of wing. 

• After pump starts, remove the nozzle from 
dispenser, position the dispenser switch to on 
and run hose to the aircraft. 

• Remove filler cap and insert nozzle into aircraft 
fuel tank and squeeze trigger gently. Do not let 
fuel surge into tank. 

• Be careful not to insert the nozzle too far into 
the tank. Damage may occur if the nozzle 
strikes the bottom of the tank. 

• Ensure that the side of the nozzle is always in 
contact with the fuel tank opening during 
fueling. 

• Do not rest the fuel nozzle in the fuel tank 
opening.  This may bend the tank opening and 
cause leakage.

• Watch the level of the fuel to prevent a spill. 

• The fuel nozzle does not have an automatic 
shut off. You have to release the handle!   Fuel 
may still flow for a second or two after 
releasing the handle.

• Only fill to the bottom of the filler neck, 
otherwise it will drain out the fuel vents.

• Caution – 68K has extended range tanks, only 
fill to tabs, unless you are solo and need the 
extra fuel. 

• When fueling is complete, replace the filler cap. 

• Refuel all tanks as necessary.

• Return nozzle to fuel dispenser. 

• Rewind the hose without dragging the nozzle.

• Replace ladder, if needed, and secure. 

• Remove grounding clip from aircraft and 
rewind on reel. 

• Pick up your receipt at the credit cad reader.   
You will need this to be reimbursed for your 
fuel purchase.

• If all fails, please walk over to the maintenance 
hanger and ask for help.

• Record the amount of fuel purchased in the 
aircraft logbook.

• Write your member number and aircraft tail 
number on the receipt and place it into the 
box in the key locker

There are two 
resources in 
this edition of 
Flightlines to 
help you learn 
or review safe 
fueling 
procedures. 

Also see 
“Unlucky 
Combination” 
which appears 
on page 10.

by Bill Moore & Calvin Coffey

TFC Board Meeting Updates
Instruction Rate Increase

Effective September 1, the instruction rate will 
increase from $21.50 to $25 per hour to help 
offset increased transportation costs of our 
instructors.  TFC instruction rates are among the 
lowest in our region, and there is no 'club charge' 
or overhead included in our rates.

N733NB Improvements Delayed

The board decided to defer the exterior painting 
and interior improvements to N733NB until last 
winter when there is less demand on our aircraft.  
Plans in the works include repainting the exterior 
and replacing the interior carpeting and interior 
plastic parts.



P A G E  8

T F C  F L I G H T L I N E S - S E P T E M B E R  2 0 0 7

TFC Officers

Nexrad Proves It’s Value (Again)
One of the benefits of being a continuous student of aviation is that you 
get to practice in all sorts of situations.  Having some unusual or 
specialized knowledge can pay big dividends in the form of special 
invitations.

On August 30, I received a "special" invitation to fly right seat in aPiper 
Cheyenne PA43 - a twin-engine turboprop.  I originally believed that I was 
invited along as a favor.  However, the real reason is that the pilot wanted 
my portable NEXRAD equipment along with my knowledge and 
experience with the equipment.  Our flight was from Lancaster to 
Jennings, LA not far far from Lake Charles.  Strong convective activity was 
forecasted for our return flight with departure back to Lancaster set for 
about 4:30PM.  Sure enough, the forecast turned into reality. 

The above Flightaware radar track tells the story.  Using the NEXRAD images, we plotted the 
best path between the two big clusters of storms in SE Texas.  The pilot was impressed with how 
little effort was expended to find the best route.  Seeing the tall thunderheads ahead of us was 
easy, knowing which way to turn and what was behind the billowing storms is the difficult part. 
With the big picture from the NEXRAD download, this task became simple.  A heading change 
of less than 5 degrees when you are a hundred miles out means the difference between a 
smooth ride and a wild ride. We were in the clear all the way into Dallas.  

As we descended towards Lancaster, the onboard radar verified the location of the worst 
weather.  Fortunately, the cell was north of Lancaster about 8 miles from the north end of the 
runway.  We landed on runway 31 and received only a few wind-blown rain drops. 

What did I learn on this trip? The onboard radar was not nearly as good as I thought it would 
be.  In fact, I was somewhat disappointed in it.  It worked OK, but it's useful range doesn't reach 
out more than about 40 miles.  Now that the pilot and airplane owner have experienced the 
NEXRAD download, I anticipate they will add it to their plane.  Naturally I will try to convince 
them that they should take me along to help them interpret and use the information - a task 
that shouldn't take more than a year or two. 

Office Member Home Phone E-mail

President Calvin Coffey 972-547-6711 calvin.coffey@sbcglobal.net

Operations VP Fred Carvajal 972-562-2128 jhcarvajal@aol.com

Trainer Maintenance Bob Moran 972-612-1402 rdmoran@verizon.net

X-C Maintenance Anton Quiroz 972-495-5850 antonq@ti.com

Membership VP Keith Guttierez 972-672-2906 kgg@ti.com

Communications Paul Koch 972-608-0344 chili4way@hotmail.com

Controller Bret Stewart 817-281-5239 bret_stewart@computer.org 

Treasurer Charlie Weinberger, Sr 972-562-7586 c-weinberger@ti.com

Safety Officer Bill Moore 972-270-1769 moore1213@sbcglobal.net

Chief Instructor Richard Klein 972-424-2307 rsklein3@tx.rr.com

by Keith Gutierrez

 “The onboard 
radar was not 

nearly as good as I 
thought it would 

be.”
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Tail Number Make / Model Rate/Hr

N6368K Cessna 150M Commuter $86.25

N7929U Cessna 150M Commuter $86.25

N737TY Cessna 172N Skyhawk $107.75

N733NB Cessna 172N/180 Superhawk $110.75

N7508J Piper PA-28R-180 Arrow $136.25

Hourly Rates for TFC Airplanes
When we move to Sherman in 
October, aircraft rates will 
continue to be based on fuel prices 
at McKinney.  Fuel that you 
purchase at Sherman will be 
reimbursed at the McKinney fuel 
price that is built into the hourly 
rate.  So in exchange for doing the 
fueling, you’ll be spending less 
money on your flying!
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TFC hourly rates are 
“wet tach hour” 
meaning fuel and oil 
costs are included and 
you pay based on 
engine usage, not on 
wall clock time.

Fuel 
Reimbursement

Offsite fuel 
purchases are 
currently reimbursed 
at $4.79/gal.  If you 
refuel at a lower 
price, you pocket the 
savings! 

Remember to enter 
the gallons 
purchased in the log 
book and write your 
member number on 
the receipt and place 
it in the box in the 
key locker.

Fuel Savings
Locator

Cutter Aviation 
at McKinney fuel 

price trends.

Comparative Fuel 
Prices Around 

DFW

information from

as of 09/01/07

TKI $5.09

ADS $6.00

SWI $3.37

XBP $3.39

LUD $3.54
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CPT $3.70
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Aircraft are 
more at risk 
from static 
buildup and 
fire than 
are cars on 
several 
fronts.

Unlucky Combination
Static electricity can combine with fueling operations in unfortunate ways. Self-serve 
fuel only increases the chance of trouble

-Aviation Safety Magazine Staff Report

Self-serve fuel helps sate the hunger of expense-
battered pilots looking for ways to cut costs 
without compromising their safety or convenience.

At airport after airport, FBOs are answering the 
call by installing self-serve fuel pumps. The price is a 
little lower, the hours unlimited and pilots, trained 
by decades of pumping gas into their cars, don’t 
seem to mind.

But there’s an insidious danger lurking at both self-
serve fuel pumps and the often dilapidated fuel 
trucks that ply general aviation ramps – the 
potential for fires induced by static electricity.

While only a handful of aircraft fires in recent years 
have been blamed on static-ignited fuel vapors, the 
potential for an increase is apparent because of a 
number of factors, not the least of which is an 
increase in the availability of self-serve fuel. Other 
factors include auto fuel STCs, the aging of aircraft 
and training of both line personnel and self-
sufficient pilots.

To put the danger in perspective, the Petroleum 
Equipment Institute has documented 129 instances 
in the last decade in which automobiles being 
refueled have burst into flames due to static 
electricity. Considering that Americans fueled their 
cars more than 150 billion times during that 
period, that’s not so bad. But it may be that aircraft 
fueling represents a relatively higher risk in some 
ways, due to the nature of the refueling.

A static-induced fire is caused when two objects 
with dissimilar charges come into contact in the 
presence of fuel vapor. The electrons jump from the 
negatively charged object to the positively charged 
one and a spark results. That’s what happens when 
you shock your hand on a doorknob in the dry air 
of your house in winter.

Aircraft are more at risk from static buildup and 
fire than are cars on several fronts. First, a static 
charge can build up on the airframe when flying 
through rain, snow, ice crystals – even dust. Even if 
the fuel truck or fueling station is grounded, the 
airframe charge may carry quite a jolt. There have 
also been cases where the electromagnetic pulse 
from nearby lightning strikes have charged airplanes 
that were sitting motionless on the ground.

The fuel itself generates static when flowing 
through the hose and swirling and splashing in the 

tanks. While this happens with cars as well, the fact 
that airplanes carry vastly more fuel makes the 
buildup of a substantial charge all the more 
possible.

Finally, auto gas pumps in urban areas are generally 
equipped with some kind of vapor recovery system 
that blocks fumes from escaping into the air while 
the tank is being filled by sucking the fumes back 
into the pump.  Aircraft fueling nozzles have no 
such provision.

Self Serve

Virtually all pilots have noticed that the first thing a 
ramp hand does when the fuel truck gets to the 
airplane is connect a bonding cable from the truck 
to the airplane. This allows the two vehicles to 
reach the same or nearly the same electric 
potential before the fuel even starts to flow.

Bonding is different from grounding, which is when 
the vehicle is electrically connected to the earth 
through a strap or chain.

Self-serve fueling stations include bonding cables, 
but the danger is that harried pilots may forget or 
neglect to use them. The problem becomes 
particularly dangerous in very cold weather, during 
which time the air is very dry (which contributes 
to static buildup) and when the pilot may be 
hurrying to minimize his or her time outside. If the 
refueling takes place during a mid-trip fuel stop, the 
airplane may be carrying a static charge from its 
flight.

Furthermore, because self-serve refueling stations 
are by definition not attended, some will possibly 
deteriorate over time, despite routine inspections. 
That could mean poor grounding or deteriorated 
bonding cables, among other things – both of which 
may spell trouble for self-serving pilots.

Auto Fuel

Airplanes that run on auto fuel are particularly 
susceptible to poor fueling habits because auto fuel 
is not available at most airports. That forces the 
pilot or owner to transport fuel from a local gas 
station to the aircraft.

The solution many pilots have to this problem is to 
ferry a gaggle of plastic gas cans to and from the 
airport. Although the plastic itself cannot transmit 




