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December 2006 
 
 

CLUB CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
6 December (Wednesday): TFC Board Meeting, 
7:00PM, TKI Conference Room.  All members welcome. 
 
9 December (Saturday): General Membership Meeting 
& Elections, Donuts 8:30AM, Meeting 9:30AM, TKI 
Conference Room.  Program:   
 
 10 January (Wednesday): TFC Board Meeting, 
7:00PM, TKI Conference Room.  All members welcome. 
 
13 January (Saturday): General Membership Meeting, 
Meeting, Donuts 8:30AM, Meeting 9:30AM, TKI 
Conference Room. Program:   
 
 

� � � � � � � �� � 	 �
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 � � �
Byron Bishop 
 
 

December Program: (Our Very Own) 
Rich Graham, Col., USAF, (Ret) 
“ Flying the SR-71 Blackbird”  
 
A veteran of 15 years of assignments within the SR-71 
community, he is uniquely qualified to tell the Blackbird 
story. His book, "SR-71 Revealed, The Inside Story" tells 
the crew's story of how they lived and flew the world 
fastest and highest flying aircraft in the world, the SR-71 
Blackbird. Col. Graham’s most recent book, ASR-71 
Blackbird: Stories, Tales, and Legends, compiles an 
abundance of Blackbird stories from 17 former 
crewmembers, maintenance, and flight test engineers. 
Bring your copies if you’d like them autographed.   
 
Colonel (ret) Richard Graham graduated from the 
University of Akron, Akron, Ohio in 1964 and received a 
master's degree in sociology in 1977 and in Public 
Administration in 1979 from Pepperdine University, Los 
Angeles, California. Colonel Graham was selected to 
enter the SR-71 strategic reconnaissance program in 
1974 at Beale AFB, California. After several years as a 
crew member, he was further selected to become an 
instructor pilot, and in 1978 was selected as the Chief, 
Standardization/Evaluation Division, which included the 

SR-71, U-2 and T-38 aircraft. In January 1980 he was 
selected to be the SR-71 Squadron Commander, 1st 
Strategic Reconnaissance Squadron. In June of 1986 
Colonel Graham was selected to be the Vice Wing 
Commander, 9th Strategic Reconnaissance Wing 
(SRW), Beale AFB, California. In that capacity, he was 
able to fly all of the wing's aircraft, the U-2, T-38, KC-
135Q, and SR-71. In June of 1987 he was selected to 
become the Wing Commander of the 9th SRW, where 
he remained until November 1988. He was assigned to 
the 14th Air Division, Beale AFB, until he retired on 30 
September 1989.   
 

 
 
Upon retirement from the Air Force he joined American 
Airlines in Dallas, Texas. He recently retired as a 
Captain on the MD-80 aircraft and amassed over 7,500 
flying hours. Now he spends his time, instructing, 
speaking and sharing his experiences of flying 
everything from Cessna 150s to the Blackbird.    
 
 

TFC Elections!! 
 
Board member elections will be held at the December 
9th general membership meeting, 0930, TKI conference 
room.  The president, membership vice-president, 
controller, cross-country maintenance officer, and 
communications officer positions are up for election, and 
will serve a one year term, beginning on January 1st. The 
remaining officer positions are up for election in six 
months.  Nominations are currently open.  Please 
contact any board member with your nominations.  
Please consider increasing your club involvement by 
serving on the board! 
 

  FLIGHTLINES 
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CV-22 Kirtland 
Submitted by RW Becker 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Airplane Was Talking, But I 
Wasn't Listening 
By Bill E. Moore (TFC Safety) and Keith Gutierrez 
(TFC Membership) 
 
Squawk:  
I had pre-flighted the aircraft and after starting the 
engine I noticed roughness and skipping in the engine. 
Thought it was cold but noticed a slight missing even at 
1300 RPM but less in the higher RPM's. However upon 
takeoff engine was producing only 50% power. I aborted 
takeoff and as I taxied back to parking I heard 4 or 5 
backfires. So I put the ground tag on the aircraft key 
hook. I wanted to make sure all were aware. 
 
Knowing When Not To Go 
Anything to do with the engine should get undivided 
attention! 
  
Throttle -- 1700 RPM 
Magneto-- Check (RPM drop should not exceed 150 
RPM on either magneto or 75 RPM differential between 
magnetos) Cessna 150 POH 
  
Problem persists -- taxi back and check out by pro. 
  
Many new pilots don't receive enough instruction in the 
finer points of dealing with mechanical problems. Too 
often, they can't tell a no-go item from an annoyance. 
Anything to do with the engine should get undivided 
attention. 
 
For example, a magneto check is part of every pre-
takeoff checklist, and it is essential to conduct one every 
time you start the engine. Case in point: On a recent trip, 
we were just getting ready to launch into a rainy 
overcast. Everything on the checklist went smoothly until 
the mag check, at which point the engine ran roughly on 
the right mag. 
 
The most common cause for this is a spark plug that has 
accumulated a bit of extra lead or soot around the 
electrode. The engine generally will run fine in the “Both” 
position or on the other mag. One procedure that may 
solve the problem is to run the engine up to 200-300 rpm 
over normal run-up power with the ignition switch in the 
“Both” position. Then gradually lean the mixture to raise 
the temperature in the bad cylinder. Lean to the point 
where the engine begins to misfire, then richen slightly 
so it runs smoothly. The other spark plug in that cylinder 
will continue to fire and the combustion it ignites may 
burn off whatever deposits are on the electrode of the 
"bad" plug. 
 
After running up for about 30 seconds or so, bring the 
power back down to normal run-up rpm and go through 
another mag check. If the engine runs smoothly on each 
mag, you have solved the problem and can go flying. 
 
In my case, this procedure didn't work although I tried 
three times. We taxied back to the FBO and the 
mechanic was called out (it was Sunday morning, of 

course). It was my fervent hope that the problem would 
not clear and my reputation would remain intact. 
 
When he tested the mag, the engine still ran rough so 
that meant four possibilities: a bad plug, a bad ignition 
lead, a bad ignition switch, or bad magneto. The last 
three would have meant a big delay. Luckily, there was a 
small bit of lead shorting out the electrode of the top plug 
in the number one cylinder. It was almost invisible-about 
the size of a hangnail. A quick blast with glass beads in 
the plug-cleaning machine put us back in operation in 10 
minutes. 
 
Why check the ignition system every time, even though 
the engine was running fine just a day or even minutes 
before? Because, as this experience shows, problems 
can develop without the pilot knowing, especially when 
there is a backup system that will mask trouble. 
 
Bruce Landsberg is executive director of the AOPA Air 
Safety Foundation. 
 
 If you're an instructor, you don't need much right-seat 
time to have made this observation: some pilots are 
more comfortable--indeed are eager--to confront what 
others consider beyond-the-fringe flight scenarios. A 
potent example is the freshly minted 175-hour 
Instrument pilot who thinks nothing of departing into a 
200-foot overcast the day after his check-ride. On the 
opposite extreme is the timid soul whose palms sweat at 
the mere thought of a 10-knot crosswind or a hint of mist 
and cloud in a forecast. 
 
The notion that the "correct" judgment resides 
somewhere between these two extremes isn't quite right, 
either, thus illuminating a perennial dilemma in aviation 
training that defies an easy, one-size-fits-all solution. 
 
Accident Stats 
Unfortunately, the best tool for teaching judgment is also 
the most difficult to come by: experience. There's harsh 
truth to the claim that experience is the best teacher but 
the tuition is sheer hell. The next best thing, however, is 
the vicarious experience of others and it is more 
accessible than ever in the form of the NTSB's monthly 
accident summaries. 
 
 A new student has to learn. The instructor teaches as 
best as is possible. Some times there is an unintentional 
breakdown in communications that can cause a pause in 
the decisions that a pilot will make. 
 
When an engine demonstrated that it is not properly 
operating, the pilot needs to check closer to verify what 
the problem may be, before proceeding on the flight. 
 
Trust your instincts, then verify. 
 
Know When Not To Go! 
 
 
 



Tie-Down Chain Etiquette… 
Submitted by Hank Eilts 
 
Twice in the past two weekends I've seen our tie-down 
chains improperly secured.  So, when Schuyler Patton 
happened to have a camera with him, I asked him to 
take some pictures showing the right and wrong ways to 
tension the chains. Here are the photos.  Thanks 
Schuyler. 
 
First, the wrong way, with the end of the grab hook 
through a chain link. 
 

 
 
Now, the right way, with the slot in the grab hook around 
a complete link of the chain: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Submit Your ASRS (NASA Form)  
Report ELECTRONICALLY!!! 
Submitted by Keith Gutierrez 
 
Electronic Report Submission (ERS) - the ability to fill 
out an ASRS report on a computer and send it to ASRS 
via a secure Internet connection - is now operational. All 
ASRS Reporting Forms (General Pilot, Air Traffic 
Control, Maintenance, and Cabin) can now be sent 
electronically via the ASRS website at:  
                          
http://asrs.arc.nasa.gov/forms_nf.htm 
 
ASRS has fully explored privacy protection and 
confidentiality concerns for secure Electronic Report 
Submission. ASRS has worked with NASA's Jet 
Propulsion Laboratories (JPL) - home to the Mars 
Rovers - to apply sophisticated new technology to ERS 
that will ensure confidentiality. 
 
The next time you experience a safety incident or have a 
safety concern, take ERS for a test flight and try out this 
new technology! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Noise Abatement Procedures 
 
McKinney airport has several noise sensitive areas in 
the neighborhoods around the airport.  Noise abatement 
procedures exist to help keep our flying friendly.  Shown 
below (as eye charts!), you can pick up hard copies in 
the Cutter flight planning room.  Please fly friendly!  
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April 1-4, 2007, Aircraft Electronics Association 
Convention, Grapevine, TX, at the Gaylord Texan, 816-
373-6585 www.aea.net    
 
April 18-21, 2007, 65th Doolittle Tokyo Raiders 
Reunion, San Antonio, TX, Open to the public.  www.B-
25Yellowrose.com  
 
April 21, 2007, 16th LBX Spring Fly-In, Lake Jackson, 
TX, Flour Bombing, Spot Landing, Aircraft Judging, 
Raffles/Prizes, Great Food and Fun! 979-849-5755, 
www.airporrt1.com slseth@dow.com   
 
 

Low Cost Refueling Options Around 
DFW 
 

 
 
 

Highlights from November Board 
Meeting  -- 11/08/06  
 
Meeting called to order at 1900 by El Generalisimo Phil 
Raines. 
 
Attending were: Fred Carvajal, Keith Gutierrez, Art 
Jones, Richard Klein, Bill Moore, Phil Rains, Marty 

Stack, Bret Stewart,  Dick Stephens, Charlie 
Weinberger. 
 
President – Big items for tonight’s meeting are: Rate 
sheets, TAC (Texins Activity Center), officer duties. 
 
XC Maintenance -  GPS databases were updated about 
1 week late, around 11/1. 
 
Operations/Maintenance – October Maintenance report 
[see November newsletter] 
 
The fleet flew 139.1 hrs flown in October, and has flown 
17 hrs so far in November. 
 
Chief Instructor – Richard Klein was elected by the CFIs 
to serve as their new Chief Instructor.  Discussion on 
membership status and requirements. 
 
Safety –  Update on the 733NB incident and repair: 
Insurance will pay $5568 less $1000 deductible. TFC 
pays $1058 for main battery, battery box, shock mounts 
on panel, left wheel cylinder, bleed brakes, replaced 
alternator, and ground cables.  Discussed takeoff issue 
with 7929U. A stuck valve has grounded the plane.  
 
Communications  – Will get scanned copies of 3NB 
supplement and will post on web.  Work on fixing 
automated message for address changes.  FlightCom 
sheets moved to behind scheduler.  Additional TFC 
Insurance Documents uploaded to web-site.  Updated 
Flying regs w/ 50/25 local area definition 
 
Trainer Fleet - NTR 
 
Treasurer – TAC will cover the $795 tax delinquency and 
10% tax penalty was waived, so about $1300 
saved/avoided.  Great job Charlie!  Reviewed 
discrepancy notices.  Reviewed better off-site fuel 
procedure, which has been implemented. 
 
Membership  – Membership at 146 members.  
Discussion of November meeting/program at TI hangar. 
December program will be Rich Graham on his SR71 
experiences.  Nominations: none so far. Marty probably 
will run for controller.  Dick probably will run for a spot on 
the TAC board. 
 
El Presidente -  Reviewed 2007 budget sent to TAC. 
Board member position duties realignment discussion.  
Discussed going down to 8 from 10 BOD, by removing 
XC and trainer maintenance positions.  Would involve 
Ops VP collecting logs and doing GPS updates.  Still 
under debate.  Rate Sheet discussion.  Continuing next 
month. 
 
Controller – See above rate sheet discussion. 
 
Meeting adjourned 2220. 
 
 



Highlights from November 
Membership Meeting – 11/11/06 
 
About 20 people showed up for the November 
membership meeting at the Texas Instruments Flight 
Operations Center. Following the BOD report and the 
safety update, the meeting was turned over to our host, 
Captain Beau McVay.  Beau is one of 8 pilots who fly TI 
executives and corporate visitors around the world. He 
related some of his more memorable experiences 
including the difficult approach into TI's Philippines 
facility on top of the mountain in Baguio. Baguio is a 
VFR only airport and the runway is 6000 feet long and 
on top of a mountain.  
 
His fastest trip was from Tokyo to McKinney in 10.5 
hours, non-stop. This remarkably quick time was due in 
part to the speed of the airplane along with a 200 knot 
tailwind. When flying west they will sometimes refuel in 
Seattle, WA or Anchorage, Alaska.  After about 20 
minutes of questions and stories, we moved down to the 
hangar. 
 
We briefly considered taking up a collection for a spin 
around the pattern. Unfortunately, we couldn't raise the 
$5,000 dollars need for fuel and crew. So we opted for a 
hangar visit.  Both Global Express planes were present 
and one was opened up and powered up for our 
inspection. We split into 3 groups with each group 
spending time inside the plane. 
 
Climbing aboard the plane, the first impression is that it 
appears smaller than expected. However, the cockpit 
was more than adequate in space although the pilot 
seats could have stood a bit more padding. The cabin 
includes a bathroom with shower as well as a separate 
seat in the galley which is used by crew members for a 
sleep area on long flights. Each of the cabin seats 
makes into a bed and there are privacy curtains for each 
seat. Cameras are mounted in the plane's nose and in 
the cockpit allowing passengers to see ahead or over 
the pilot's shoulders.  The aircraft is fitted with a galley 
for meal preparation. 
 
The meeting adjourned about noon, after everybody had 
toured the plane and sat in Beau's version of the Dilbert 
cubicle.  
 
The attached photo is of the Baguio airport. The city is 
too the right, down the mountain. Approximate elevation 
for this Google Earth photo is 6000 feet. The airport 
elevation is 4251 feet. The runway distortion is Google's 

attempt to map the arial photo onto the terrain mesh.  

 
TFC Fleet Maintenance November ‘06 
6368K On-Line 
11/10/06 50 hour oil change. 
11/18/06 Beacon repaired. 
11/20/06 New stall warning horn installed. 
11/21/06 Firewall fuel sump replaced. 
11/27/06 Pass PTT switch replaced.7929U On-Line 
7929U On-Line 
11/20/06 New right tire. 
737TY On-Line 
11/08/06 Landing light replaced and 100 hour inspection 
complete. 
11/21/06 Hand microphone replaced. 
11/22/06 Nose strut rebuilt. 
733NB On-Line 
11/09/06 Right strobe power supply, new transistors in 
dimmer circuit. 
7508J On-Line 
11/22/06 Left main tire replaced. 
11/22/06 New left wing fuel tank drain installed. 
TFC Fleet Statistics (1H '06) 

AVGAS Rates 
100LL Fuel Rates
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Total 503.9 126.9 120 111.6 139.1 115.9 0 1117.4

6368K 134.1 50.7 34.4 26.6 27.5 35.2 0 308.5

7929U 72.6 35.7 39.3 24.1 21.4 17.1 0 210.2

733NB 85.3 0 0 2.5 27.7 17.7 0 133.2

737TY 135.8 26.8 24.8 44.5 40.7 35.2 0 307.8

7508J 76.1 13.7 21.5 13.9 21.8 10.7 0 157.7



TTEEXXIINNSS  FFLLYYIINNGG  CCLLUUBB  OOFFFFIICCEERRSS 
 

Office Board 
Member 

Office 
Phone 

Home 
Phone 

Email 

President Phil 
Rains 

(972) 
995-4776 

(972) 
664-0654 

Phil 
@fullprop.com 

Ops VP Fred 
Carvajal 

(214) 
536-8419 

(972) 
562-2128 

jhcarvajal 
@aol.com 

Trainer Maint Bob Moran  (972) 
612-1402 

Moran 
@airmail.net 

XC Maint Marty Stack (469) 
568-2376 
x158 
 

(972) 
713-0001 
 

jumper 
@jumpnmonkey 
.com 

Membership Keith 
Gutierrez 

(214) 
480-7940 

(972) 
672-2906 

kgg 
@ti.com 

Communications Bret 
Stewart 

(972) 
927-5013 

(817) 
281-5239 

Bret_stewart 
@computer.org 

Controller Dick 
Stephens 

(972) 
517-1647 

(972) 
517-1647 

Dick@stephens-
family.net 

Treasurer Charlie 
Weinberger, Sr 

(972) 
995-3830 

(972) 
562-7586 

c-weinberger 
@ti.com 

Chief Instructor Richard 
Klein 

(972) 
344-3356 

(972) 
424-2307 

Rsklein3 
@comcast.net 

Safety Bill 
Moore 

 (972) 
270-1769 

moore1213 
@sbcglobal.net 

 
 
 

TTEEXXIINNSS  FFLLYYIINNGG  CCLLUUBB  IINNSSTTRRUUCCTTOORRSS  
 
 
Instructor 
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Office 
Phone 

 
Home 
Phone 

 
Email 

Mike 
Baulch (M) * * * *    

 
(972) 
843-2208 

Mbaulch5 
@aol.com 

Calvin 
Coffey  (M) * * * *  * (903) 

408-8962 
(972) 
547-6711 

calvin.coffey 
@sbcglobal.net 

Hank 
Eilts     (M) *  *    (214) 

480-3581 
(972) 
517-8273 

eilts 
@ti.com 

Jim 
Evans (M) *  * * 

  (214) 
284-9467 

(214) 
284-9467 

j.evans 
@mustangtechnol
ogy.com 

Rich     (M) 
Graham  *    * (972) 

491-0011 
(972) 
491-0011 

habu5 
@verizon.net 

Art 
Jones   (M) * * *    Cell(214) 

803-1313 
(972) 
346-2646 

adj1 
@airmail.net 

Richard 
Klein * * *    (972) 

344-3356 
(972) 
424-2307 

rsklein3 
@comcast.net 

Russell 
MacDonald *       (972) 

491-1380 
Russ.macdonald@ 
verizon.net 

Bob      (M) 
Niedwiecki  * *    * (972) 

390-3672 
(972) 
414-3517 

robert.niedwiecki@ 
experian.com 

Sherman 
Ratliff   (M) *      (469) 

220-5283 
(972) 
660-4480 

Sratliff2315 
@comcast.net 

Mark 
Seglem * * *   * (972) 

727-3465 
(972) 
727-3465 

mseglem 
@swbell.net 

Dick     (M) 
Stephens *  *    (972) 

517-1647 
(972) 
517-1647 

Dick@stephens-
family.net 
 

 
(M) TFC Member/Instructor CFII - Certificated Flight Instructor, 
Instruments;   MEI - Multi-Engine Instructor;  Conv - Conventional 
Gear (Taildragger) Instructor;  SES - Single Engine Sea;  CFIG - 
Certificated Flight Instructor, Glider;  ATP - Airline Transport Pilot-
rated.  Note: All instructors are assigned by TFC's Chief Flight 
Instructor (Art Jones). 
ABOUT THIS NEWSLETTER:  Inputs are encouraged!  Of particular 
interest are flying experiences that others can learn from. Forward 
inputs to Bret Stewart, email   bret_stewart@computer.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TTFFCC    CCOOMMMMUUNNIICCAATTIIOONNSS  &&  IINNFFOO  
  
www http://www.texins.org/flyingclub 
FlightCom Prices http://www.texins.org/flyingclub/flightcom.html 
Instructor E-mail tflycfi@list.ti.com 
Mailing Address Texins Flying Club 

P.O. Box 831311 
Richardson, TX  75083-1311 

 
This newsletter is copyright property of Texins Flying Club except for by-lined 
articles, which are copyright property of the authors. 

 
December 2006 
 

TFC AIRCRAFT AND RATES 
 
Tail No. Make         Model Rate/Hr 
6368K Cessna 150M  Commuter $81.00 
7929U Cessna 150M  Commuter $81.00 
733NB Cessna 172N(180) Superhawk $104.00 
737TY Cessna 172N  Skyhawk $101.00   
7508J Piper PA-28R-180  Arrow $128.00 

 
*  Off-site fuel expenses are reimbursed at a rate of $4.24/gal. 
* For off-site fuel shopping see www.airnav.com 
*  Detailed aircraft features are listed in Club Handbook 
*  Monthly Dues:  $35.00 for regular members  
*  Instruction:  $21.00 / Hr 
*  TFC measures aircraft rental rate using tachometer hour. 
*  Rate includes cost of fuel (currently $4.24/gal). 
*  All non-instructional flights require additional 8.25% tax. 
 
KEY CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
McKinney & TFC 
Aircraft Scheduling www.texins.org/flyingclub 
TKI ASOS Land Line (972) 542-9659 
Airport Manager (972) 562-6080 ext 4053 
Cutter Aviation @ TKI (972) 562-5555 
Monarch Air @ TKI (972) 562-0717 
TSA GA Hotline (866) GA-SECURE 
 (1-866-427-3287) 
 
General 
 DUAT (800) 345-3828 
 www.duat.com 
 www.duats.com 
Dallas FSS/FSDO (214) 902-1800 
Ft. Worth Center (817) 858-7300 (ZFW ARTCC) 
FlightCom, Inc. (800) 432-4342 (Josh Pruzek) 
Southwest Soaring (972) 251-5079 Metro 
Monarch @ ADS (972) 931-0345 
DE:  TM Smith (972) 661-8086 
DE:  Richard Caldwell (972) 885-4911 
DE:  Kendall Haley (940) 321-2849 
DE:  Carol Walker (214) 948-0440  
                Email: WalkerCL@aol.com 
FAA Medical: Christopher Blair, AME, (972)-745-4446 
                       Gabriel Fried (972) 361-0155 
                       Stephan Kramer (972) 731-9555 


